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I.  REPORTS & POLLS 

 

 AUSTRIA  

Antisemitic incidents in Austria up by more than 80%             
Thursday, April 07, 2016 - The number of antisemitic incidents reported in Austria increased more 

than 80% in 2015, the Austrian Forum against Antisemitism said. The group said that reported 

internet postings denouncing Jews more than doubled during that time. The forum, which began 

monitoring antisemitic incidents in 2003, said 465 incidents were recorded during 2015, over 200 of 

them being internet postings hostile to Jews. The total number of internet postings reported to 

Austria's constitutional protection authority as offensive remained stable in 2015, but the number of 

postings liable to be used in criminal proceedings doubled compared to 2014, according to an interior 

ministry spokesman. "The whole picture is terrifying," Oskar Deutsch, president of the Jewish 

Communities of Austria (IKG), said.  
Source : Israel National News 

 

 

 FRANCE  

Large dip in French Jewish emigration to Israel 
Monday, October 10, 2016 - The number of Jews making aliyah from France in the first eight 

months of 2016 has shown a 42% decline from the same period in 2015. Even though estimates 

predicted that the terror attacks in the country would boost the number of immigrants, it seems that 

an opposite trend has taken hold. The Jewish People Policy Institute (JPPI) report for the last Jewish 

year shows that despite the fears of terrorism and antisemitism in France, only 3,452 people have 

immigrated to Israel from the country between January and August 2016, compared to 5,930 people 

in the same period of 2015. According to figures collected by the Jewish Agency for Israel, over 

200,000 French Jews are considering making aliyah. The total number of olim for the entirety of 

2015 was 7,835. 

Sources: European Jewish Congress; Yediot Aharonot 

* * *  

Huge fall in number of antisemitic attacks in France 
Friday, September 16, 2016 - Antisemitic incidents in France have decreased by 64% in the first 

half of 2016 compared to 2015, according to a French official who credited his governmentôs policing 

around Jewish institutions. Gilles Clavreul, Franceôs inter-ministerial delegate for the fight against 

racism and antisemitism, said that the drop began in June 2015 and continued into the first seven 

months of 2016 over the corresponding period of 2015. Clavreul did not name the number of 

incidents recorded in those periods in an interview published in Actualité Juive, but he did say that 

ñif this tendency continues, we could drop below the 400 mark of incidents per year ï one of the best 

results of the past 15 years.ò Referring to the posting of some 12,000 soldiers at Jewish 

neighbourhoods and institutions following the murder of four people at a kosher supermarket in 

January 2015, Clavreul added: ñThe security measures put in place around synagogues and Jewish 

schools have had a discouraging effectò on would-be attackers. 

Sources: European Jewish Congress; Times of Israel 

* * *  

http://www.eurojewcong.org/russian-federation/14923-antisemitic-incidents-in-austria-up-by-more-than-80-percent.html
http://www.israelnationalnews.com/News/News.aspx/210462#.VwXCmvl96M8
http://www.eurojewcong.org/france/15694-large-dip-in-french-jewish-emigration-to-israel.html
http://www.ynetnews.com/articles/0,7340,L-4864301,00.html
http://www.eurojewcong.org/france/15593-huge-fall-in-number-of-antisemitic-attacks-in-france.html
http://www.timesofisrael.com/anti-semitic-incidents-in-france-plummet-in-first-half-of-16-official-says/
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Hate crimes in France down 80% this year 
Wednesday, May 11, 2016 - Franceôs Interior Minister said that antisemitic and anti-Muslim acts 

had dropped 80% in the first quarter of 2016 compared to the same period the previous year. In a 

speech to a conference of the CRIF, the umbrella body of French Jewry, in Paris, Bernard 

Cazeneuve said the steep decline was due to heightened vigilance of law enforcement 

authorities and close coordination between state security services and each communityôs 

security organisation, Franceôs Le Monde newspaper reported. ñPeople might say, óThatôs it, the 

battle is won.ô I do not think so. When there is so much violence and so much hatred, a decline in 

attacks does not mean that society has overcome [the violence],ò he told the assembled Jewish 

leaders. ñIt means that the mutual vigilance we have put in place has started to bear fruit.ò The good 

news would not lead to a decline in the efforts of law enforcement to counter hate crimes, Cazeneuve 

vowed, ñbut rather strengthen it.ò Yet the drop in attacks suggests that ñthere is in this country, 

besides the ardour of those with hate in their heartsé a spirit of brotherhood and solidarity that, as 

happened so often in the history of our country, outweighed the bad.ò  

Source: Times of Israel 

* * *  

Most French believe Jews responsible for rise in antisemitism 
Tuesday, February 02, 2016 - 60 % of French people believe that Jews bear at least some 

responsibility for recent rises in antisemitism, according to a new poll by the Ipsos market research 

firm. According to French media reports, the 18-month study, which was sponsored by the Fondation 

du judaïsme français, also found that 56% of Frenchmen believe that Jews have a ñlot of powerò and 

are richer than average while more than 40% said that Jews are ña little too present in the media.ò 

About 13% agreed that ñthere are a few too many Jews in France,ò perhaps helping to explain why 

ñthree-quarters consider it difficult to be a Jew in Franceò and 40% are considering emigration.   

Source: The Jerusalem Post 

* * *  

SPCJ statistics and analyses on antisemitism in France in 2015 
Thursday, January 28, 2016 - A report by Franceôs Society for the Protection of the Jewish 

Community (SPCJ) has noted spiraling and increasingly violent antisemitism during 2015. 

Antisemitic acts perpetrated on French soil are recorded by SPCJ in close cooperation with the 

countryôs Interior Ministry. Among the findings of the report were, inter alia: 

¶ 808 antisemitic acts committed in France in 2015 led to filing a complaint.Ο 

¶ 29 people (men, women, children and babies) were taken hostage in a kosher supermarket on 9 

January 2015. 4 people were executed. 

¶ For the first time, antisemitism in France reached a very high level regardless of the armed conflict 

in the Middle East. 

¶ Once again in 2015, Jews, who represent less than 1 % of the total population, are the target of 40 

% of all racist crimes committed in France, and 49 % of racist violent acts committed against 

people. 

¶ In France, there were on average two antisemitic acts perpetrated every day in 2015. 

¶ In 2015, many victims of antisemitic acts said that they preferred not to file a complaint for 

antisemitic insults, threats or light violence, while others were executed a few months earlier 

because they were Jews.  

Source: SPCI 

* * *  

More than 40% of French Jews considering ñAliyahò 
Thursday, January 21, 2016 - According to the results of a next poll, more than 40% of French 

Jews are interested in making Aliyah or immigrate to Israel. Pollsters at IFOP spoke with more than 

http://www.timesofisrael.com/french-interior-minister-hate-crimes-down-80-this-year/
http://www.jpost.com/Diaspora/Poll-Most-Frenchman-believe-Jews-responsible-for-rise-in-anti-Semitism-443556
http://www.antisemitisme.fr/
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700 self-declared Jews, asking them about their preferences regarding a range of issues. The French 

Jewish community is the largest in Europe and the third largest in the world. Among the findings: 

43% are thinking, or have thought about, immigration to the Jewish state. Given Franceôs 

approximately 600,000 Jews that could mean that around 200,000 people are considering Aliyah.   

Source: EJP  

 

 

 

 

 GERMANY  

Germany to force Facebook, Google and Twitter to act  
Monday, December 19, 2016 - Germany is to consider new laws that would force social media 

platforms such as Facebook and search engines such as Google to take a more active role in policing 

illegal hate speech on their sites. Measures considered by Angela Merkelôs coalition government 

include forcing companies to set up clear channels for registering complaints, to publish the number 

of complaints they receive and to hire legally qualified ombudsmen to carry out deletions. Online 

platforms that fail to meet such legal requirements could be hit with fines calculated on the basis of 

their global annual turnover, or face on-the-spot fines of up to ú500,000 if they neglect to remove 

posts in breach of German hate speech law within 24 hours. Concerns over social mediaôs power to 

fire up populist narratives and boost conspiracy theories has increased after Britainôs vote to leave 

the European Union and Donald Trumpôs shock election in November, with politicians across Europe 

looking anxiously ahead to elections in France and Germany next in 2017. Josef Schuster, the 

president of the Central Council of Jews in Germany, called on Google and other tech companies to 

take a more active role in stopping the spread of hate speech online. ñWebsites that deny the 

Holocaust, stoke antisemitism and resentments against minorities, or spread other inhuman 

messages, are completely unacceptableò, Schuster said. 

 Source: The Guardian 

* * * hate  

Attacks on German Jews rise by 200% 
Wednesday, November 30, 2016 - Antisemitism in Germany has risen threefold in one year, 

according to a new analysis of crime figures. There were 2,083 cases of attacks on Jews, Jewish 

property and hate speech against Jews in 2015, according to the Ministry of Justice. That compares 

with 691 cases in 2014. The figures come from the first national analysis of xenophobic and far-right 

crimes by the ministry, applying the same criteria across all states, which were obtained by the 

Süddeutsche Zeitung newspaper. Crimes such as smashing headstones at Jewish cemeteries or 

starting a fire at a synagogue were reclassified as antisemitic after some states designated them as 

criminal damage or attempted arson without attributing an antisemitic motive. The previous figure 

for antisemitic crimes in 2015 was 1,366. 

Source: The Times 

* * *  

Nazi jargon revival causing concern in Germany 
Thursday, October 13, 2016 - Long-banished German words and phrases linked to the countryôs 

Nazi past have been revived by far-right politicians railing against the migrant influx, sparking 

comparisons to the 1930s. The re-emergence of formerly taboo words has prompted some historians 

to draw parallels with the rhetoric used in the final, turbulent years of the Weimar Republic, the 

fledgling democracy that gave way to Adolf Hitlerôs dictatorship. For more than a year, the anti-

Muslim Pegida street movement has routinely insulted the media as ñLuegenpresseò (lying press), a 

word used by Hitler in the 1920s to discredit the mainstream press. Far-right demonstrators heckling 

Chancellor Angela Merkel and her ministers also labelled them ñVolksverraeterò (traitors) for 

http://ejpress.org/index.php?option=com_content&view=article&id=55082&catid=2
https://www.theguardian.com/technology/2016/dec/17/german-officials-say-facebook-is-doing-too-little-to-stop-hate-speech
http://www.thetimes.co.uk/edition/world/hate-crimes-against-german-jews-double-5cq0h62z8
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allowing 890,000 asylum-seekers to come to the country. While ñVolksverraeterò is a bona fide word 

denoting someone committing treason, its use in political protests evokes Hitler and his henchmen 

going after those they labelled enemies of the nation. At German reunification anniversary 

celebrations in the eastern city of Dresden, one protester went as far as to carry a banner bearing a 

quote attributed to Naziôs propaganda chief Joseph Goebbels. 

Sources: European Jewish Congress; Times of Israel 

* * *  

One in ten Germans think Jews have too much influence 
Monday, June 20, 2016 - Eleven per cent of Germans think Jews have too much influence in society, 

according to a new study. One in ten want a new Fuhrer to run Germany, with around six per cent 

believing that Hitler would have been regarded as a great leader were it not for the Holocaust. 

Researchers from the University of Leipzig asked 2,240 Germans about far-right attitudes. They 

found that eight per cent felt that Nazism had its good points, while 12 per cent believed Germans 

were naturally superior. Extremist views had become more acceptable following an increase in the 

number of immigrants arriving in Germany. Forty per cent of Germans were in favor of banning 

Muslims from migrating to the country, the survey found. Oliver Decker, a co-author of the report, 

said that the far-right ideology had moved from the fringes of society and was now commonplace. 

Sources: European Jewish Congress;   

 

 

 

 THE NETHERLANDS  

Reduction in level of antisemitic attacks in the Netherlands 
Tuesday, May 03, 2016 - A Dutch watchdog on antisemitism recorded 126 incidents it considers 

antisemitic in 2015 - a 26% decrease from 2014. Of the incidents recorded by the Centre for 

Information and Documentation on Israel, or CIDI, in 2015, 36 were in the victimsô direct 

environment, meaning incidents involving neighbours or acquaintances the victims knew as opposed 

to anonymous threats and abuse online, read the CIDI report. Five incidents involved physical 

violence against people and six were cases of vandalism. The most common category of incident was 

insults shouted or spoken on the street, accounting for 19% of the total, or 24 incidents. Online 

antisemitic harassment in the form of emails and electronic messages totaled at 12 cases. Despite the 

decrease in incidents, the total number of incidents recorded by CIDI in 2015 is the second highest 

since 2010, when 124 cases were observed, following the peak year of 2014 with 171 incidents. In 

2015, a total of 96 Dutch citizens made aliyah, the highest figure recorded in a decade but still less 

than 0.2 % of the total Jewish population of the Netherlands, which is estimated at 50,000. 

Sources: European Jewish Congress; Haôaretz 

 

 

 

POLAND 

Racism on the rise in Poland 
Monday, December 19, 2016 - Three students from Turkey and Bulgaria were cursed at by young 

men on a tram in Bydgoszcz, a city of nearly a half-million people in northern Poland. They were 

told to get out of country because Poland is for Poles. Instances like these are on the rise. Foreign 

exchange students in Torun, a student city also in Poland's north, have come under increasing threat. 

A young Turk was recently cursed at and badly beaten. Two other students were forced to their knees 

in a bar at the behest of the owner. They had to "apologise" for being Muslim and not Christian. 

Patrons encircled the students -- not to help but to laugh at their humiliating position. Elsewhere, a 

Nigerian doctoral candidate at the University of Warsaw suffered injuries after he was attacked in 

http://www.eurojewcong.org/germany/15708-nazi-jargon-revival-causing-concern-in-germany.html
http://www.timesofisrael.com/nazi-jargon-revival-causes-alarm-in-germany/
http://www.eurojewcong.org/germany/15282-survey-finds-one-in-ten-germans-think-jews-have-too-much-influence.html
http://www.eurojewcong.org/the-netherlands/15056-reduction-in-level-of-antisemitic-attacks-in-the-netherlands.html
http://www.haaretz.com/jewish/news/1.717450
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the street. Over the summer, a Polish professor and a visiting German researcher were verbally and 

physically assaulted while conversing on a Warsaw tram in German. "We have observed a further 

rise since summer 2015, higher than the official numbers suggest," she told DW. A government 

council on combating discrimination was established in 2013 to analyse racially motivated attacks 

and regularly publish its findings, but it was abolished in 2016. So far, nothing has taken its place 

and a concrete strategy to counter the rise of xenophobia remains to be seen. 

Source: Deutsche Welle 

 

 

 UNITED KINGDOM  

UK adopts antisemitism definition  
Monday, December 12, 2016 - A Downing Street statement said the intention of such a definition 

was to ñensure that culprits will not be able to get away with being antisemitic because the term is 

ill -defined, or because different organisations or bodies have different interpretations of itò. The 

IHRAôs definition reads: ñAntisemitism is a certain perception of Jews, which may be expressed as 

hatred toward Jews. Rhetorical and physical manifestations of antisemitism are directed toward 

Jewish or non-Jewish individuals and/or their property, toward Jewish community institutions and 

religious facilities.ò More detailed guidance on this, released by the IHRA, said this could include 

criticisms which target Israel, if this was ñconceived as a Jewish collectivityò. It added: ñHowever, 

criticism of Israel similar to that levelled against any other country cannot be regarded as 

antisemitic.ò The guidance says it could be considered antisemitic to accuse Jews of being more loyal 

to Israel or their religion than to their own nations, or to say the existence of Israel is intrinsically 

racist. A spokeswoman for the leader of Britainôs principal opposition Labour Party, Jeremy Corbyn, 

said he and Labour agreed with the IHRAôs definition.  

Source: The Guardian 

* * *  

Universities UK report on combating campus antisemitism 
Wednesday, October 26, 2016 - Universities UK, the umbrella group representing university heads, 

published a 114-page document on the steps vice-chancellors and their staff should take to deal with 

hate crimes, including antisemitism, which affect students. It comes after UUK set up a taskforce in 

2015 and took evidence from Jewish groups and communal leaders. Nicola Dandridge, UUK chief 

executive and chair of the taskforce, said: ñThe university sector has been clear that there is no place 

for antisemitism or any other kind of unlawful discrimination at our universities.ò 

Sources: European Jewish Congress; Universities UK; Jewish Chronicle 

* * *  

The abuse of London ultra-Orthodox Jewish community is 

widespread 
Tuesday, October 11, 2016 - According to a study carried out by Stamford Hill Shomrim, during 

the course of one month in London, there were 32 reports of hate crimes against Orthodox Jews, 

equating to eight incidents a week. These incidents include three assaults, two threats to kill, eight 

threats of violence, 18 cases of verbal abuse and one incident of criminal damage. The month-long 

study recording antisemitic attacks on the ultra-Orthodox community was compiled in the run up to 

National Hate Crime Awareness Week. 

Sources: European Jewish Congress; International Business Times 

* * *  

http://www.dw.com/en/poland-racism-on-the-rise/a-36812032
https://www.theguardian.com/society/2016/dec/12/antisemitism-definition-government-combat-hate-crime-jews-israel
http://www.eurojewcong.org/united-kingdom/15755-jewish-students-welcome-universities-uk-report-on-combating-campus-antisemitism.html
http://www.universitiesuk.ac.uk/policy-and-analysis/reports/Documents/2016/changing-the-culture.pdf
http://www.thejc.com/news/uk-news/165052/jewish-students-welcome-universities-uk-report-combating-campus-antisemitism
http://www.eurojewcong.org/united-kingdom/15701-report-details-widespread-abuse-of-london-ultra-orthodox-jewish-community.html
http://www.ibtimes.co.uk/londons-ultra-orthodox-jews-run-daily-gauntlet-anti-semitic-abuse-1585699
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CST notes increase in antisemitic incidents in UK 
Monday, August 22, 2016 - Incidents of antisemitism rose by 11% in the first six months of 2016 

compared with the same period in 2015, according to Britainôs Community Security Trust. The 

overall figure of 557 cases of malicious acts was the second highest ever recorded during a January-

June period, the CST said. There was no obvious trigger for the increase, said the organisation, which 

provides security to the UK Jewish community. In 2014, the war in Gaza led to a big rise in 

antisemitic incidents in the UK. But the biggest increases in 2016 were recorded in April, May and 

June, months when antisemitism in the Labour party was the subject of widespread media coverage. 

Racism and xenophobia were part of the campaign discourse in run-up to the EU referendum on 23 

June.  More than three-quarters of the incidents were recorded in London and Manchester, the two 

largest Jewish communities in the UK. In London there was a 62% increase in incidents, whereas 

Manchester there was a 54% fall.  

Sources: European Jewish Congress; The Guardian 

* * *  

British Jews feel less safe after Brexit vote 
Thursday, June 30, 2016 - More than a third of British Jews feel less safe following the EU 

referendum result, a poll in Londonôs Jewish Chronicle has revealed. After the country backed 

leaving the European Union, 38% of the community said the outcome had left them more concerned 

about their security. More than half said they felt pessimistic about the future. 

Sources: European Jewish Congress; The Jewish Chronicle 

* * *  

Sharp rise in hate crimes against UK Jews 
Monday, May 02, 2016 - Violent crime against Jews in England and Wales rose by more than half 

in 2015, according to police figures. Campaigners warned that the sharp rise in attacks coincided 

with an overall increase of 25% in antisemitic crime which defied predictions that hate crime aimed 

at Jews would fall after reaching an all-time high two years ago. Figures obtained by the Campaign 

Against Antisemitism using freedom of information rules found that there were 938 antisemitic 

crimes in 2015, compared to 746 a year earlier. The 2015 total included 190 offences classified as 

violent, compared to 126 in 2014, a rise of 51%. Violent attacks also rose as a proportion of the total 

attacks, meaning that one in five crimes committed against Jews now involves physical assault.  

Sources: European Jewish Congress; iNews 

* * *  

Third of British Muslims say Jews have too much power in UK 
Tuesday, April 12, 2016 - An extensive new poll taken across the United Kingdom has revealed that 

British Muslims were more likely to hold antisemitic views than other British citizens. The poll, 

broadcasted on Channel 4, found that more than a third of British Muslims surveyed believed "Jews 

have too much power in the UK" and had undue influence in the media, financial institutions and the 

business world. More than a quarter of those sampled also agreed that Jews were responsible for 

most of the world's current wars. Polling Company ICM conducted the survey and aired their 

findings in a new documentary titled What do British Muslims Really Think. The ICM poll surveyed 

1,081 British Muslims and discovered that British Muslims were more inclined to believe in 

antisemitic conspiracy theories than the national average. For example, asked if they "agreed" with 

the suggestion that Jewish people had too much power in Britain, 35% of British Muslims responded 

in the affirmative, compared to just 9% in the wider population. The poll also found that 31% of 

British Muslims thought Jews were too influential in government compared to 7% in the national 

average; while 39% said that Jews have too much power in the media compared to just 10% 

nationally.  

Source : Jerusalem Post 

http://www.eurojewcong.org/united-kingdom/15476-cst-report-notes-increase-in-antisemitic-incidents-in-uk.html
https://www.theguardian.com/uk-news/2016/aug/04/antisemitic-incidents-rise-2016-jewish-labour
http://www.eurojewcong.org/united-kingdom/15333-poll:-british-jews-feel-less-safe-after-brexit-vote.html
http://www.thejc.com/news/uk-news/159839/brexit-vote-triggers-fears-over-security
http://www.eurojewcong.org/united-kingdom/15034-sharp-rise-in-hate-crimes-against-uk-jews.html
https://inews.co.uk/essentials/news/uk/sharp-rise-hate-crimes-jews-anti-semitic-becomes-new-normality/
http://www.eurojewcong.org/united-kingdom/14943-poll:-third-of-british-muslims-say-jews-have-too-much-power-in-uk.html
http://www.jpost.com/Diaspora/Poll-Third-of-British-Muslims-say-Jews-have-too-much-power-in-UK-450887
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* * *  

Antisemitic incidents down by 22% from record high 
Thursday, February 04, 2016 - The number of antisemitic incidents documented in 2015 in Britain 

was lower by 22 % than the record figure in 2014, the Jewish communityôs security umbrella said. 

The Community Security Trust, or CST, counted 924 antisemitic incidents in 2015 compared to the 

1,179 incidents recorded in 2014, the group wrote in its annual report. Still, the 2015 figure is the 

third-highest total ever recorded by CST in the more than three decades it has been monitoring 

antisemitism in Britain. The second-highest annual total was 931 incidents in 2009. Of the 2015 

incidents, 86 were violent assaults, 9.3 percent of the total. Of the 86 cases of violence, four were 

categorized as extreme because they resulted in grievous bodily harm or a threat to life. In one 

incident, a 17-year-old Jewish teenager was beaten unconscious at a train stop in Manchester. The 

ñabusive behaviorò category in the 2015 report comprised 685 incidents, including verbal abuse, hate 

mail, graffiti and hate speech on social media. 

Source: The Times of Israel 

  

http://www.timesofisrael.com/anti-semitic-incidents-down-22-in-uk-from-record-high-monitor-says/
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II.  ANTISEMITIC INCIDENTS  

 

AUSTRIA  

Vienna court sentences policeman for óHeil Hitlerô shout 
Friday, October 21, 2016 - A policeman in Austria was sentenced for shouting ñHeil Hitlerò at a 

Hungarian driver during a traffic check at the border with Hungary. A Vienna court handed the 

officer a nine-month suspended jail term after finding him guilty of ñre-engagement with National 

Socialismò ð a crime in Austria that has been punishable by up to 10 years in prison since 1947. 

The 29-year-old was denounced by a colleague who had witnessed the incident at the Nickelsdorf 

border checkpoint in Burgenland state. The accused had stopped the Hungarian driver and greeted 

him with the phrase ñHeil Hitler,ò according to the prosecution.  

Sources : European Jewish Congress; Time of Israel 
 

 

 

 BELGIUM  

Belgian appeals court hears incitement case against Dieudonné 
Wednesday, December 14, 2016 - The Appeals Court in the Belgian city of Liège has begun hearing 

an appeal by French stand-up comedian Dieudonn® MôBala MôBala against his 2015 conviction for 

incitement to racial hatred. Dieudonné received a two-month prison sentence and a 9,000 euros fine 

from the lower court in Liège for discriminatory, antisemitic and Holocaust denial comments he 

made during a performance in the Belgian town of Hertsal in 2012. In its judgement, the lower court 

noted the use by the comedian of racist and stigmatising language describing the treatment by the 

Nazis of the mentally handicapped, Jews and homosexuals. It further noted that Dieudonné had 

effectively called for a genocide by inviting Christians and Muslims to kill Jews.  

Source: DH  

* * *  

Belgian tennis player makes antisemitic comment 
Thursday, July 28, 2016 - A Belgian tennis club suspended a player who told a Jewish competitor 

on the court ñAll of you should have been gassed.ò Alain Verlaak made the remark to a Maccabi 

player at the Tennis 7th Olympics club in Antwerp, the Belgian monthly Joods Actueel reported. The 

incident occurred during a tournament of the VTV national tennis association of the countryôs 

Flemish region. The Jewish player, who asked to be identified only as Serge S. due to security 

concerns, told Joods Actueel the incident evolved after a dispute over the validity of a point lost to 

Verlaak, who was leading in the match. 

Source: Times of Israel 

* * *  

Allegations of antisemitism at local Belgian school 
Monday, June 20, 2016 - The Belgian town of Braine-le-Château has called for an independent 

inquiry after a 12 year-old Jewish pupil at one of its schools was alleged to have received severe 

antisemitic bullying over a protracted period. According to the childôs mother, the child has suffered 

physical violence and antisemitic insults. A police complaint has been filed. The town council said 

it has not been made aware of any complaints at the school, while criticizing the ñmedia attackò 

ñright in the middle of the end of year exam periodò for allegations that ñfor the most part, date back 

to last yearò. Three children have been implicated in the alleged antisemitic incidents, one of which 

relates to the Jewish child being ñsprayedò in the showers. 

Sources: European Jewish Congress; DH Net 

http://www.eurojewcong.org/austria/15749-vienna-court-sentences-policeman-for-heil-hitler-shout.html
http://www.timesofisrael.com/vienna-court-sentences-policeman-for-heil-hitler-shout/
http://www.dhnet.be/regions/liege/dieudonne-rejuge-par-la-cour-d-appel-de-liege-584ffab5cd70bb41f08e4536
http://www.timesofisrael.com/belgian-tennis-player-all-of-you-should-have-been-gassed/
http://www.eurojewcong.org/belgium/15280-belgian-town-requests-independent-inquiry-after-allegations-of-antisemitism-at-local-school.html
http://www.dhnet.be/regions/brabant/braine-le-chateau-demande-une-enquete-independante-sur-des-suspections-d-antisemitisme-5766891e35705701fd8a0b99
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 CZECH REPUBLIC  

Childrenôs volleyball team named after gas used to kill Jews 
 

Friday, October 07, 2016 - The team 

Cyklon B ï the Czech-language 

transliteration for the Zyklon B 

pesticide that the Nazis used to kill Jews 

and Roma in gas chambers during the 

Holocaust ð participated in a Prague 

tournament featuring teams from Czech 

Republic orphanages. The Czech 

Freedom Fighters Association 

condemned the choice of name. ñThe 

error involving the name Cyklon B for 

a childrenôs sports team is primarily the responsibility of adults and their ignorance, and I would term 

it stupidity,ò Emil Kulf§nek, vice chairman of the association, told Pravo. 

Sources: European Jewish Congress; Times of Israel 

 

 

 

 FRANCE 

French court hands down jail sentence for author of antisemitic book 
Friday, December 16, 2016 - A French far-right activist who published an antisemitic book received 

a one-year jail sentence from a court in Paris. Hervé Lalin, known as Ryssen, was sentenced for 

content in his book, ñComprendre le judaµsme - comprendre l'antis®mitismeò (Understanding 

Judaism ï Understanding Antisemitism). Lalin, who called the work, ñthe most serious study and the 

most important on this subject in three thousand yearsò, was sentenced for defamation and antisemitic 

insults as well as incitement to discrimination. 

Source: Le Parisien 

* * *  

Bullet holes found in French synagogue 
Thursday, December 15, 2016 - Bullet holes were found in the mailbox and building facade of a 

synagogue in northern France. Police were called twice in a month to the synagogue of Le Havre, 

the news website Paris-Normandie reported. The first set of bullet holes was discovered in the facade 

on November 28th 2016 and another, which included the mailbox, was discovered on December 2nd 

2016, the newspaper reported. Police are investigating the incidents as possible hate crimes. 

Source: Times of Israel 

* * *  

A French prosecutor has requested a six month suspended sentence  
Thursday, December 08, 2016 - The prosecutor compared remarks by Henry de Lesquen, owner of 

Radio Courtoisie and a candidate for next yearôs French presidential election, to a ñrepeat broadcast 

of Radio Parisò, the propaganda station used by the Nazis during the occupation of France in the 

Second World War. Quotes from De Lesquen on his website and on Twitter included comments such 

as ñnegro music is addressed to reptilian brainsò and comments denying the Shoah. ñIôm amazed at 

the longevity of Shoah survivors dying at more than ninety years of age,ò De Lesquen wrote on 

Twitter. ñDid they really experience the horrors they have recounted?ò  

Source:  LôExpress 

http://www.eurojewcong.org/czech-republic/15684-czech-childrens-volleyball-team-named-after-gas-used-to-kill-jews.html
http://www.timesofisrael.com/czech-kids-volleyball-team-named-for-poison-used-by-nazis/
http://www.leparisien.fr/faits-divers/un-an-de-prison-ferme-pour-l-auteur-d-un-livre-antisemite-15-12-2016-6461238.php
http://www.timesofisrael.com/bullet-holes-found-in-french-synagogue/
http://lexpansion.lexpress.fr/actualites/1/actualite-economique/le-president-de-radio-courtoisie-juge-pour-provocation-a-la-haine-raciale_1858174.html
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* * *  

Top Parisian chef hits back at BDS activists 
Thursday, November 17, 2016 - A top Parisian chef targeted by promoters of a boycott against 

Israel for his plans to visit the Jewish state hit back against his critics, whom he accused of dishonesty 

and discrimination. Stéphane Jégo has leveled the accusations in correspondence on social media 

with activists for the Boycott, Divestment and Sanctions movement against Israel who have picketed 

outside his Parisian bistro and criticised him online for his attendance at an international culinary 

festival taking place in Tel Aviv. Naming two of his accusers on Twitter, Jego wrote that they are 

ñan affliction [hitting] people who are, at best, misinformed, mix everything up or at worst biased 

and dishonest.ò Jego, the head chef at LôAmi Jean in Paris, is one 13 chefs from renowned dining 

establishments around the world who are scheduled to participate in the Round Tables festival, which 

is sponsored by American Express. Jego also retweeted a remark about BDS being illegal in France, 

where dozens of the movementôs activists have been convicted of incitement to discrimination due 

to their actions against Israel. 

Source: Times of Israel 

* * *  

French centre-right presidential candidate makes antisemitic comments 
Wednesday, October 26, 2016 - A French centre-right MP running in his partyôs primaries to be its 

candidate for president in 2017 has asserted that US presidential candidate Hillary Clinton is 

controlled by ñZionist lobbiesò. Jean-Frédéric Poisson is running in the primaries for the centre-right 

Republican party, the main party of opposition in France. He is not considered as one of the partyôs 

main candidates. In an interview with Nice Matin, Poisson said ñthe proximity of Hillary Clinton to 

the super-financiers of Wall Street and her submission to Zionist lobbies is dangerous for Europe and 

for Franceò. Poisson is well known as being on the right wing of his party and has previously called 

for electoral deals with the far-right National Front party. 

Sources: European Jewish Congress;  Le Figaro 

* * *  

Front National representative criticises memorial to Jewish children 

victims of Nazis 
Monday, October 10, 2016 - The leader of the far-right Front National in the Lyon region in south-

eastern France has criticised funding for a memorial to Jewish children murdered by the Nazis. 

Speaking on a local Lyon TV station, Christophe Boudot, FN chief for the Auvergne-Rhone-Alpes 

region, Boudot said funding for the Maison dôIzieu, a home for Jewish refugee children, was ña bit 

too politicised and a bit too much.ò He also explained why he would have supported the 

collaborationist Vichy regime in 1940.  

Source: European Jewish Congress; Europe 1 

* * *  

French teacher says Holocaust "designed and organised by Jews" 
Monday, August 01, 2016 - The French Education Ministry is currently investigating a high school 

teacher from Paris, who has allegedly shared antisemitic content on Facebook, including with some 

of her pupils. CRIF, the Representative Council of the Jewish Institutions of France, lodged a 

complaint with the ministry. The teacher works at the Janson-de-Sailly school and reportedly invited 

students to connect with her page on Facebook. She allegedly wrote to condemn ñthe American 

Jewish lobbyò and voiced her support for Hillary Clintonôs presidential campaign. It is also alleged 

that she wrote that French President Fran­ois Hollande ñis a Jew who benefited from his belonging 

to that community to ascend in politics and who now denies thisò and that he ñis a Jew and denies 

it. Backpedaling will begin all over, now that it is less beneficial for Jewryò. She also wrote of the 

Holocaust that ñthe Shoah was designed and organised by Jewsò. 

http://www.timesofisrael.com/top-parisian-chef-hits-back-at-bds-activists-over-trip-to-israel-festival/
http://www.eurojewcong.org/france/15758-crif-slams-antisemitic-comments-by-french-centre-right-presidential-candidate.html
http://www.lefigaro.fr/politique/le-scan/2016/10/21/25001-20161021ARTFIG00120-lobbies-sionistes-les-propos-de-poisson-condamnes-chez-les-republicains.php
http://www.eurojewcong.org/france/15689-front-national-representative-criticises-memorial-to-jewish-child-victims-of-nazis.html
http://lelab.europe1.fr/un-responsable-fn-juge-un-memorial-des-enfants-juifs-extermines-trop-politise-2867305
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Sources: European Jewish Congress; Haaretz 

* * *  

Jewish man stabbed in Strasbourg 
Monday, August 22, 2016 - An Orthodox Jewish man was stabbed on a street in the French city of 

Strasbourg by an attacker reportedly shouting an Islamic slogan. Police arrested the suspected 

attacker who was heard shouting "Allahu Akbar" ("God is great"), according to French newspaper 

JDD. A police source said the victim was in distinctive Jewish dress.  

Sources: European Jewish Congress;BBC 

* * *  

French writer fined for saying "Hitler should have finished the job" 
Thursday, June 16, 2016 - A French court slapped writer Alain Soral with a 12,000 euro fine and a 

suspended prison sentence of six months for saying the Nazis should have finished killing the Jews 

of Europe. The sentence, handed down was over Soralôs Facebook post about Serge and Beate 

Klarsfeld, two anti-racism activists who helped track down dozens of Nazi war criminals. ñThis is 

what happens when you donôt finish the job,ò Soral wrote about an article on a state honour conferred 

on the Klarsfelds by Germany. A judge found Soral, who is a well-known writer in far-right circles 

and an ally of the antisemitic comedian Dieudonne Môbala Môbala, guilty of ñjustifying war crimes 

and crimes against humanity.ò Soral has had multiple previous convictions for minimising or 

mocking the Holocaust. 

Source: European Jewish Congress; Times of Israel 

* * *  

Swastikas daubed on synagogue in eastern France 
Tuesday, June 07, 2016 - Swastikas and the inscription « White Power » were daubed on a 

synagogue in eastern France. The attack took place at the synagogue in Verdun and follows a similar 

incident, community president Jean-Claude Lévy said.  

Source: Le Parisien 

* * *  

French far-right activist investigated over "no Jews, no dogs" tweet 
Wednesday, May 25, 2016 - City prosecutors in southern France are investigating a local far-right 

activist for his Twitter account, which was marked ñforbidden to dogs and Jewsò and featured tweets 

mocking and denying the Holocaust. Montpellier prosecutors were notified by municipal officials 

about the account, which belongs to Djamel Boumaaz, a former member of Franceôs far-right 

National Front party, the Libération daily reported. Boumaaz, a Muslim who quit the party over what 

he termed anti-Muslim sentiments by party leader Marine Le Pen, said someone had hacked his 

account and posted the tweets, the news site Infos H24 reported.  

Sources: European Jewish Congress; Haôaretz 

* * *  

Three man arrested after antisemitic attack on locksmith near Paris 
Monday, April 25, 2016 - Three minors were arrested in Meaux, east of Paris, after attacking a 

locksmith on the presumption he was Jewish. The three minors, aged 15, heard an advert for the 

locksmith on local radio and assumed the man was Jewish according to the name given in the advert. 

The youths proceeded to invite the man to a false address in Bussy-Saint-Georges where they beat 

him up, insulted and threatened to kill him. The victim, who was not Jewish, required hospitalisation. 

The three youths were arrested five months after the incident. One of them claims he only made the 

phone call, another that he was present during the attack but didnôt participate, while the third totally 

denies any association with the crime. Police found messages on their mobile phones, notably those 

of an antisemitic and racist nature. 

http://www.eurojewcong.org/france/15455-french-teacher-says-holocaust-designed-and-organised-by-jews.html
http://everydayantisemitism.com/2016/07/29/french-teacher-holocaust-designed-and-organised-by-jews/
http://www.eurojewcong.org/france/15478-jewish-man-stabbed-in-strasbourg.html
http://www.bbc.com/news/world-europe-37132582
http://www.eurojewcong.org/france/15272-french-writer-fined-for-saying-hitler-should-have-finished-the-job.html
http://www.timesofisrael.com/french-writer-fined-for-saying-hitler-should-have-finished-the-job/
http://www.leparisien.fr/faits-divers/verdun-des-croix-gammees-dessinees-sur-la-synagogue-06-06-2016-5860419.php
http://www.eurojewcong.org/france/15161-french-far-right-activist-investigated-over-no-jews-no-dogs-tweet.html
http://www.haaretz.com/jewish/news/1.721183
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Sources: European Jewish Congress; Le Figaro 

* * *  

Faurisson again accused of Holocaust revisionism 
Wednesday, April 13, 2016 - Franceôs Interministerial Delegate for Combatting Racism and 

Antisemitism, Gilles Clavreul, has brought a court case against well-known Holocaust denier Robert 

Faurisson, made during a banquet of the far-right publication Rivarol. Clavreul announced the action 

against Faurisson on his Twitter account. During the paperôs 85th anniversary dinner in Bagnolet, a 

suburb in the east of Paris, Faurisson, who has a string of convictions for Holocaust denial, said there 

had been no medical-legal expertise brought during 70 years ñto establish how the crime was carried 

outò. Faurisson, 86, was similarly applauded during the event while denying that Auschwitz was an 

extermination camp, in what he claimed was ñbizarre for a camp which contained a volleyball court 

and a football pitchò.  

Source:   Le Figaro 

* * *  

Antisemitic graffiti scrawled on French synagogue 
Monday, March 14, 2016 - Antisemitic graffiti including swastikas were scrawled on the outside of 

the synagogue in Verdun in eastern France. The graffiti was discovered next to stone Torah tablets 

at the entrance to the building.  

Source: LôEst R®publicain  

* * *  

Jewish teacher attacked in Marseille 
Tuesday, January 12, 2016 - A Turkish teenager who stabbed a Jewish teacher with a machete in 

the southern French city of Marseille told police he had acted in the name of the Islamic State group. 

The attack, which left the 35-year-old teacher with an injured shoulder and hand, occurred in broad 

daylight in the south of the city, prosecutor Brice Robin said. The 15-year-old ethnic Kurd assailant 

rushed the victim from behind and stabbed him in the shoulder, then chased after him for a few 

meters until he fell, Robin said. The victim fended off the assailant by kicking him and using the 

Torah he was carrying, which was damaged in the scuffle, as a shield, the prosecutor said. 

Source: Le Monde 

 

 

 

 GERMANY  

German Jewish leader barred from calling Israel critic "notorious" 
Friday, December 02, 2016 - A German Jewish leader was reprimanded by a German court for 

describing a Jewish critic of Israel as ñnotoriousò for antisemitic remarks. Charlotte Knobloch, head 

of Munichôs Jewish community and of the Bavarian Jewish umbrella group, made the assertion about 

Jewish blogger Abraham Melzer of Frankfurt in a private e-mail. Melzer sued in response. Knobloch, 

84, is now barred from making such statements after the First Munich District Court found that she 

could not sufficiently back them up.  The lead judge said that ñparticularly given the background of 

the crimes by the Nazi dictatorship and the Holocaust, as well as the fact that the lives of both parties 

in this case have been marked by this history, the characterisation of the plaintiff as a person of 

Jewish background who is notorious for his antisemitic statements, is particularly grievous and 

injurious to his reputation.ò  

Source: Times of Israel 

* * *  

http://www.eurojewcong.org/france/15013-three-man-arrested-after-antisemitic-attack-on-locksmith-near-paris.html
http://www.lefigaro.fr/flash-actu/2016/04/23/97001-20160423FILWWW00075-trois-jeunes-tabassent-un-serrurier-qu-ils-croient-juif.php
http://www.lefigaro.fr/flash-actu/2016/04/12/97001-20160412FILWWW00294-faurisson-encore-accuse-de-negationnsime.php
http://www.estrepublicain.fr/edition-de-verdun/2016/03/12/verdun-tags-antisemites-a-la-synagogue
http://www.estrepublicain.fr/edition-de-verdun/2016/03/12/verdun-tags-antisemites-a-la-synagogue
http://www.lemonde.fr/police-justice/article/2016/01/11/cazeneuve-denonce-l-agression-d-un-enseignant-juif-par-un-adolescent-a-marseille_4845182_1653578.html
http://www.timesofisrael.com/german-jewish-leader-barred-from-branding-israel-critic-notorious/


Page 18 of 40 

 

Holocaust denial: óNazi Grandmaô jailed for third time 
Friday, October 14, 2016 - A court in the German spa town of Bad Oeynhausen found Ursula 

Haverbeck-Wetzel guilty of breaking Germany's strict post-war rules making the denial of Nazi war 

crimes an imprisonable offence. Ursula Haverbeck-Wetzel remains free while she appeals the latest 

sentence meted out at the court in Germany. In this instance, she denied in published articles that the 

Holocaust happened and that the death factory of Auschwitz in Nazi-occupied Poland was nothing 

more than a labour camp. The court heard she also wrote to the Central Council of Jews in Germany 

claiming that the mass murder of six million Jews had never taken place. In Germany, anyone who 

publicly denies, endorses or plays down the extermination of Jews during Adolf Hitler's regime can 

be sentenced to a maximum of five years in jail. 

Sources: European Jewish Congress;  Daily Express 

* * *  

Germany's anti-immigrant AfD party embroiled in antisemitism row 
Thursday, July 07, 2016 - A regional MP for the anti-immigrant Alternative for Germany (AfD) 

party resigned after a row over his allegedly antisemitic views had threatened to cause a damaging 

split in the party. Wolfgang Gedeon, a former doctor turned AfD politician, triggered outrage by 

saying that denial of the Nazi Holocaust, in which six million Jews were murdered, was a legitimate 

expression of opinion, describing Holocaust deniers in the past as "dissidents." He also drew criticism 

for saying that "Talmud Judaism is the inner enemy of the Christian West."  

Sources: European Jewish Congress; Yediot Aharonot 

* * *  

Jewish man beaten in Berlinôs antisemitic attack 
Thursday, June 23, 2016 - Unknown perpetrators kicked and beat a 21-year-old Jewish man 

wearing a kippah after slurring him with antisemitic insults. The victim, identified as Oliver Geffers 

of Bonn, was slightly injured in the attack but did not seek medical help, according to the police 

report on the incident. The state criminal police agency is investigating. Geffers works as a volunteer 

at a refugee centre in Cologne and said he does not experience open antisemitism from refugees, 

according to the source. According to the police report, the incident occurred in a park along 

Puschkinallee, a main thoroughfare. The victim said the three attackers appeared to be Middle 

Eastern. They commented on his yarmulke and insulted him with antisemitic comments. One of them 

then beat and kicked him, he reported, before all the men fled. 

Sources: European Jewish Congress; Times of Israel 

* * *  

MP accused of antisemitism and Holocaust denial 
Thursday, June 23, 2016 - A representative of Germanyôs anti-immigrant and anti EU AfD party 

accused of antisemitism in his writings has avoided being expelled from his party. Wolfgang Gedeon 

will remain a voting member of the Baden-Württemberg state parliament with no party affiliation 

after temporarily waiving his rights to represent the Alternative for Germany (AfD) following a 

lengthy meeting with party leaders. The leaders decided to postpone a decision on removing the 

lawmaker until after Gedeon produces an expert opinion on writings over the years in which he 

referred to the Holocaust as a ñcivil religion of the West,ò called the Holocaust memorial in Berlin 

ña memorial to certain crimes,ò and referred to Holocaust deniers as ñdissidents.ò  

Sources: European Jewish Congress;  Times of Israel 

* * *  

German police investigate Britons' Nazi salute at Nazi death camp 
Friday, May 27, 2016 - German police have launched an investigation to identify two men believed 

to be Britons who appeared in an online picture performing a Nazi salute at the former Buchenwald 

concentration camp, Bild newspaper reported. The image was published on the Twitter page of 

http://www.eurojewcong.org/germany/15717-nazi-grandma-jailed-for-third-time-for-holocaust-denial.html
http://www.express.co.uk/news/world/720296/Nazi-grandma-Ursula-Haverbeck-Wetzel-jailed-denying-Holocaust-Jews-Third-Reich
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http://www.ynetnews.com/articles/0,7340,L-4825048,00.html
http://www.eurojewcong.org/germany/15299-jewish-man-beaten-in-berlin-antisemitic-attack.html
http://www.timesofisrael.com/jewish-man-beaten-in-berlin-anti-semitic-attack/
http://www.eurojewcong.org/germany/15298-german-mp-from-state-legislature-accused-of-antisemitism-and-holocaust-denial.html
http://www.timesofisrael.com/german-lawmaker-accused-of-anti-semitism-holocaust-denial/
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British neo-Nazi group National Action. It showed two men, whose faces had been blurred, holding 

a black flag displaying the group's lightning bolt logo and performing the salute. The picture appeared 

to have been doctored to add the captions "Execution Room @Buchenwald 2016", and "Meat 

Hooks", with an arrow pointing to hooks on the ceiling used to hang victims strangled by the Nazi 

SS force. A police spokesperson in the eastern city of Weimar told Bild: "We take such actions very 

seriously." Buchenwald, near Weimar, was the biggest concentration camp on German soil. Set up 

by Hitler's SS in 1937, it held more than 250,000 Jews, Roma, gay and other people not tolerated by 

the Nazis. More than 56,000 people died there from torture, medical experiments and starvation.  

Sources: European Jewish Congress; Jerusalem Post 

* * *  

Calling for dismissal of German self-declared Jew-hating pastor  
Monday, May 09, 2016 - The German city of Bremenôs Jewish community blasted the local 

Evangelical Church for its failure to fire a pastor who openly declares himself an antisemite and 

plays a key role in stoking hatred of the Jewish state. ñHow should we accept a representative for 

dialogue, who is also responsible for dialogue for the Evangelical Church in Bremen with religious 

communities in Bremen ï and should act in a neutral way ï when he openly presents himself as 

antisemitic?ò local Jewish leaders wrote in a letter to Edda Bosse, the president of the Evangelical 

Church in the city. ñWe decisively reject working with Pastor [Volker] Keller and are surprised how 

he continues to influence one of your communities as a pastor,ò wrote Jewish community leaders 

Elvira Noa, Renata Bas and Dr. Grigori Pantijelew, as well as the cityôs Rabbi Netanel Teitelbaum. 

The Jewish leaders continued, ñWe are shocked and appalled over Keller not only minimising 

antisemitism but especially that he misused his position and acted in a way unworthy of his office.ò 

Keller serves on Bremenôs Council for Integration and plays a role in the absorption of migrants from 

Muslim-majority countries.  

Sources: European Jewish Congress; Jerusalem Post 

* * *  

German anti-immigrant party compares itself to Jews under Hitler 
Thursday, March 17, 2016 - Germanyôs right-wing AFD party has compared itself in a Facebook 

post to Jews persecuted by the Nazis. The party's local branch in Krefeld, western Germany, 

commented on an article about one organisation's refusal to accept AFD members, and speculated 

that soon party supporters will be forced to wear ñblue starsò - a reference to the yellow Stars of 

David, which Jews were forced to wear by the Nazis during the Second World War so that they could 

be easily identified.  

Source:  I24 

* * *  

Several Jewish cemeteries and monuments vandalized  
Monday, February 08, 2016 - Acts of vandalism were reported at several German Jewish cemeteries 

and memorials. Unidentified individuals defaced dozens of ñstumbling blockò memorials in the 

Tempelhof-Schöneberg district of Berlin, covering them with grey paint, according to police, who 

are investigating the incident. The small, brass blocks set into sidewalks note the last dwelling place 

of Jews who were deported, usually to Auschwitz. On International Holocaust Remembrance Day, a 

Jewish cemetery in the town of Kropelin, near Rostock, was desecrated. Unknown perpetrators 

knocked down on January 27 six gravestones, according to a report in the Nordkurier online 

newspaper. Vandals have targeted this cemetery several times in recent years.  

Source: Haarertz  

* * *  

http://www.eurojewcong.org/germany/15167-german-police-investigate-britons-nazi-salute-at-nazi-death-camp.html
http://www.jpost.com/Diaspora/German-police-investigate-Britons-Nazi-salute-at-death-camp-455134
http://www.eurojewcong.org/germany/15072-german-jews-call-for-dismissal-of-self-declared-jew-hating-pastor.html
http://www.jpost.com/Christian-News/German-Jews-call-for-dismissal-of-self-declared-Jew-hating-pastor-453385
http://www.i24news.tv/en/news/international/europe/106381-160316-right-wing-german-group-treatment-of-members-is-like-that-of-jews-in-holocaust
http://www.haaretz.com/jewish/news/1.701614
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Two arrested in Germany for running neo-Nazi website 
Thursday, January 28, 2016 - The German government banned a far-right Internet platform that it 

accused of spreading ñracist, xenophobic, antisemitic, homophobic and anti-Islamic content,ò and 

federal prosecutors said two people were arrested. The ban on the Altermedia Deutschland platform 

is ña clear sign that the rule of law doesnôt allow hate crime,ò Interior Minister Thomas de Maiziere 

said. The prosecutorsô office said that two Germans, identified only as Jutta V. and Ralph Thomas 

K. in line with German privacy rules, were arrested on suspicion of founding a criminal organisation 

and incitement.  

Source: Times of Israel  

* * *  

"Jews Out" graffiti campaign on Berlin neighbourhood 
Sunday, January 24, 2016 - Berlinôs Alt-Mariendorf district continues to see a campaign of 

antisemitic graffiti. Following 2015ôs spate of antisemitic vandalism, the Jew-hating slogans have 

continued to appear in the area. At the beginning of January 2016, the Alt-Mariendorf underground 

station and its surroundings were daubed with graffiti including, ñWho is Rotschild [sic]? Western 

Terror Jews [sic] out!ò, a swastika and several ñJews Outò and also the initials ñJFò. ñJFò may be a 

reference to the Junge Front (Young Front). The Junge Front was the youth movement attached to 

the Volkssozialistische Bewegung Deutschlands/Partei der Arbeit (the VSBD/PdA), a far-right 

political party that was founded in Germany in 1971 and banned in 1982. The VSBD/PdA 

represented a socialist-leaning version of Nazism. After it was banned, many of its former members 

founded the Nationalist Front.  

Source: The Everyday Antisemitism  

 

 

 

 GREECE 

Former Justice Minister calls for political integration of neo-Nazi party  
Tuesday, December 13, 2016 - The Central Board of Jewish Communities in Greece (KIS) has 

strongly condemned remarks by former justice minister Nikos Paraskevopoulos in which he 

expressed his viewpoint on the ñintegration of Golden Dawn within the democratic political systemò. 

Paraskevopoulosô statement arose strong criticism which led him to issue a clarifying announcement. 

ñThe convergence with the neo-Nazi party in the context of the democratic political system cannot 

but lead to its own abolition, to the alteration of the very democracy itself that the neo-Nazis aim at 

http://www.timesofisrael.com/german-police-arrest-two-for-running-neo-nazi-website/
http://everyday.antisemitism.uk/2016/01/22/jews-out-graffiti-campaign-continues-in-berlin/
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destroying,ò KIS said in a statement. ñWe hope that former justice minister Nikos Paraskevopoulos 

will take into account that those who have the swastika as their emblem cannot be integrated in any 

democratic framework and that there can be no convergence with the seekers of a regime that led 

humanity to its most barbaric period in history, that caused a ruthless war with millions of victims 

and sent six million Jews and hundreds of thousands of other ñdifferentò people to the most 

industrialised and horrific death,ò the statement concluded. 

Source: Central Board of Jewish Communities in Greece 

* * *  

Greek synagogue desecrated with swastikas 

Wednesday, September 14, 2016 - The exterior of the synagogue of Ioannina was found by local 

Jewish community members to have been desecrated with swastikas. The Central Board of Jewish 

Communities in Greece issued the following announcement: ñVandal racists defaced with swastikas 

the exterior of the surrounding wall of the historic Synagogue of Ioannina, situated in the old walled 

city, the Kastro (Castle). Vandals drew swastikas also in some houses in the surrounding area.ò 

Sources: European Jewish Congress; Central Board of Jewish Communities in Greece 

* * *  

Greek Jews condemn antisemitic comments by union leader 
Tuesday, July 05, 2016 - According to a publication on voria.gr website, the Unionôs president Mr. 

Dimitris Tsermenidis allegedly stated that God by mistake created the Jews, who afterwards killed 

Jesus Christ. Moreover, Mr. Tsermenidis did not hesitate to express his regret for the fact that 

ñunfortunately Hitler did not finish his workò. He also made derogatory characterisations against 

Avraam Benaroya, the founder of ñFederationò (Greek workersô movement).  

Sources: European Jewish Congress; Central Council of Jewish Communities in Greece 

* * *  

Golden Dawn MP: óJews are an eternal enemy of Greeks and Christiansô 
Thursday, June 02, 2016 - Greek Defence Minister Panos Kammenos called on the countryôs justice 

ministry to take action against a neo-Nazi lawmaker after he made antisemitic comments in 

parliament. Speaking during a debate in parliament, Christos Pappas, from the Golden Dawn party, 

called Israel an ñeternal enemy of Greece and Orthodoxy.ò Pappas was speaking during a debate on 

the ratification of Greeceôs international agreements with other countries. ñThe state of Israel 

implements genocidal methods and is a regional troublemaker,ò he said, according to the Kathemirini 

http://www.kis.gr/en/index.php?option=com_content&view=article&id=680:kis-announcement-on-the-statement-of-the-former-justice-minister&catid=49:2009-05-11-09-28-23
http://www.eurojewcong.org/greece/15589-greek-synagogue-desecrated-with-swastikas.html
http://www.kis.gr/en/index.php?option=com_content&view=article&id=660:kis-announcement-for-swastikas-graffiti-on-the-synagogue-of-ioannina&catid=49:2009-05-11-09-28-23
http://www.eurojewcong.org/greece/15358-greek-jews-condemn-antisemitic-comments-by-union-leader.html
http://www.kis.gr/en/index.php?option=com_content&view=article&id=646:announcement-on-the-anti-semitic-statements-by-president-of-urban-transportation-workers-union-in-thessaloniki&catid=49:2009-05-11-09-28-23
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newspaper, asking how ña state like Israel could possibly have relations with Greece, which is the 

cradle of civilization and humanism.ò Defence Minister Kammenos, a member of the nationalist 

Independent Greeks party, called Pappasô remarks racist and xenophobic and called on the justice 

ministry to take action against him.  

Sources: European Jewish Congress; Jerusalem Post 

* * *  

Antisemitic óBurning of Judasô event 
Tuesday, May 10, 2016 - The umbrella of Greek Jews has called on the countryôs national tourist 

board to cease publicising an event where an effigy of the New Testament figure, Judas Iscariot, is 

burned. In a letter to the tourist board, the Central Council of Jewish Communities in Greece wrote 

that ñamong the various traditions in Greece during the Easter holidays, the custom of the ñburning 

of Judasò is still attested in many different areas on Holy Saturday.ò ñThis custom perpetuates 

antisemitic feelings and it is characteristic that in other European countries it has almost vanishedò, 

the letter went on. The community also noted in its letter that synodical circulars of the Holy Synod 

of the Greek Orthodox Church had three times explicitly demanded that the custom be abolished. 

Sources: European Jewish Congress; Central Council of the Jewish Communities of Greece 

* * *  

Antisemitic demonstration in Thessaloniki 

 

Monday, March 07, 2016 - Antisemitic messages were marked at a rally against Greeceôs new 

electronic ID cards which gathered hundreds of people in the centre of Thessaloniki. Lay people and 

members of the Greek Orthodox organisation ñAgios Vasileiosò protested the ñinstruments of 

Antichrist and the New World Orderò holding religious icons, banners, Greek and Byzantine flags. 

One of the banners featured the message: ñNo to the citizen card. There is only one enemy: 

International Zionism.ò Antisemitic publications with titles including ñThe Jewish-Zionist vampire 

Soros is thirsty for Greek bloodò were available for purchase during the demonstration. Source: The 

Coordination Forum for Countering Antisemitism  

* * *  

http://www.eurojewcong.org/greece/15207-golden-dawn-mp-says-jews-are-an-eternal-enemy-of-greeks-and-christians.html
http://www.jpost.com/Israel-News/Golden-Dawn-lawmaker-says-Israel-eternal-enemy-of-Greeks-Christians-455648
http://www.eurojewcong.org/greece/15078-greek-jews-protest-burning-of-judas-event.html
http://www.kis.gr/en/index.php?option=com_content&view=article&id=637:announcement-for-the-promotion-of-the-custom-of-the-burning-of-judas-in-the-website-of-the-greek-tourism-organization&catid=49:2009-05-11-09-28-23
http://antisemitism.org.il/article/104012/antisemitic-rally
http://antisemitism.org.il/article/104012/antisemitic-rally
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Greek Orthodox monk makes antisemitic threats at anti-government 

rally in Athens 
Monday, February 15, 2016 - A demonstration in central Athens attended by thousands of people 

included a speech by a controversial Greek Orthodox monk named Methodios, who warned Jews 

that they should be careful that ña Greek Hitlerò could emerge.  The monk said in his remarks that 

ñall of those who fell in the name of faith and nationò are waiting for us to take back what belongs 

to Greece. He continued that these foreigners should ñleave us aloneò and then switched his rage 

towards Jewsð saying that ñwe donôt need their moneyò and that if Jews complained that Hitler 

killed them, they ñshould be careful that a Greek Hitler doesnôt rise one dayò.  

Source: The Pappas Post  

 

 

 

 HUNGARY  

Holocaust memorial vandalised in Hungary 
Tuesday, September 13, 2016 - Suspected neo-Nazis vandalised a memorial dedicated to Hungarian 

victims of the Holocaust.  According to the Hungarian Free Press, the grassroots 'Living Memorial' 

in Budapest's central Liberty Square was desecrated by unknown perpetrators, weeks after an article 

threatening to destroy the monument was published on a neo-Nazi website. The assailants apparently 

tore down photographs and shattered and stole items placed at the site that serves as testimony to the 

nearly 600,000 Hungarian Jews murdered in the Holocaust. 

Sources: European Jewish Congress; Jerusalem Post 

 

 

 

 ITALY  

Italian Jews slam right-wing paper for free distribution of Mein Kampf 
Tuesday, June 14, 2016 - A rightwing Italian newspaper, owned by Silvio Berlusconi's brother, gave 

away free copies of Adolf Hitlerôs antisemitic manifesto Mein Kampf in a move which sparked both 

shock and condemnation. ñKnow it in order to reject itò was the justification given by conservative 

http://www.pappaspost.com/video-shocking-anti-semetic-rant-by-greek-orthodox-monk-at-athens-demonstration-warned-jews-of-a-greek-hitler-that-might-come/
http://www.eurojewcong.org/hungary/15582-holocaust-memorial-vandalised-in-hungary.html
http://www.jpost.com/Diaspora/Suspected-neo-Nazis-vandalize-Holocaust-memorial-in-Hungary-467519
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tabloid Il Giornale, which is owned by Paolo Berlusconi, brother of former premier Silvio Berlusconi. 

Italian Prime Minister Matteo Renzi quickly denounced the initiative on Twitter, writing: ñI find it 

sordid that an Italian daily is giving away Hitlerôs Mein Kampf. I embrace the Jewish community 

with affection. #neveragainò It was also denounced by Italyôs 30,000-strong Jewish community, 

which is one of the oldest in Europe. ñIt is a vile act, light years away from any in-depth learning or 

study about the Holocaust,ò said Renzo Gattegna, president of the Union of Italian Jewish 

Communities describing the initiative as ñindecentò. Explaining the move, Il Giornale said it was an 

attempt to educate.  

Source : La Reppublica 

* * *  

Antisemitic chants by Juventus fans 
Wednesday, April 20, 2016 - Italian football club Juventus have been handed a suspended one-

match ban for the Curva Sud section of their stadium after insulting chants were heard in the 

weekend's 4-0 win over Palermo. Juventus went nine points clear at the top of Serie A with just five 

games left, but the win was tarnished by the behaviour of "roughly 3,000, which is 70 percent of the 

fans present in the Curva Sud" who were heard making antisemitic chants directed at people from 

Florence "during the 34th and 36th minutes of the first half." As a result, Serie A officials released a 

statement which handed down the suspended ban and the club will now be forced to play their next 

home game with a quarter of the stadium empty, although the sentence will only be enforced if there 

is a repeat of the misbehaviour of their fans in 2017. 

Sources: European Jewish Congress; ESPN 

 

 

 

LATVIA  

Latvian MP claims "clever Jews" undermining national security 
Friday, March 11, 2016 - Karlis Serģants, a high-ranking member of the Latvian Parliament or 

Saeima and part of the ruling coalition, delivered a remarkable interview on Latvian public radio's 

LR4 Russian-language channel in which he blamed "clever Jews" for some of the nation's main 

problems. After talking about changes to Latvia's national security laws, Serģants - a member of the 

Greens and Farmers Union political grouping and a member of the Saeima's national security 

committee - then veered into anti-Jewish conspiracy theories. The former journalist and television 

presenter said those working to undermine the Latvian state were "mostly people of a very smart 

nationality with lawyers [among them]." Asked if he was referring to Russians, Serģants replied: 

ñNo, I mean the Jewish ethnicity.ò Challenged by the interviewer over his statement, 

Serģants clumsily attempted to backtrack by praising the cleverness of Jews as a nationality: "Well, 

no I'm not saying it's only [Jews], but Girs, Gaponenko... who else do we have... Zhdanoka, Koren 

[all prominent pro-Russia activists] -- they are Jews I believe. I am not a chauvinist, absolutely not, 

and that is exactly why I am telling that being of Jewish ethnicity means being very smart."   

Source: The Public Broadcasting of Latvia 

* * *  

Far-right Latvian MPs to join annual SS veterans march in Riga 
Friday, March 11, 2016 - Latvian Waffen SS veterans and their supporters, including several 

members of parliament, are set to march in the capital Riga in an event that has become an annual 

tradition. At least several members of the rightest All for Latvia party will join the parade, which 

marks Latvian Legion Day ï an unofficial holiday honouring those who fought in the anti-Soviet 

Latvian Legion ï a unit of the Waffen SS, according to reports by the Baltic Course and TASS news 

agency. A counter-protest march is also scheduled to be held. Around 67,000 of Latviaôs prewar 

population of 70,000 Jews died in the Holocaust. According to the Baltic Course news website, many 

http://www.repubblica.it/cultura/2016/06/10/news/mein_kampf_in_edicola_ebrei_italiani_operazione_indecente_-141710729/
http://www.eurojewcong.org/italy/14985-juventus-handed-suspended-ban-after-antisemitic-chants-by-fans.html
http://www.espnfc.com/juventus/story/2853810/juventus-handed-one-match-suspended-curva-sud-ban
http://www.eurojewcong.org/latvia/14782-latvian-mp-claims-clever-jews-undermining-national-security.html
http://www.lsm.lv/en/article/politics/government-mp-clever-jews-undermining-national-security.a173119/
http://www.eurojewcong.org/latvia/14778-far-right-latvian-mps-to-join-annual-ss-veterans-march-in-riga.html
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Latvians were forced into service in the Legion and ñsaw the German army as a lesser of two evils.ò 

ñFor many of these soldiers, the choice to join the Latvian SS Legion was a result of the brutal Soviet 

occupation between 1940 and 1941, during which tens of thousands of Latvians were executed or 

deported to Siberia. Many soldiers naively believed that, if they helped Germany win the war, Latvia 

might be rewarded with independence or autonomy,ò the site asserted.  

Source: The Jerusalem Post  

 

 

 

LITHUANIA  

Mass murderer Breivik makes Nazi salute in court 
Wednesday, March 16, 2016 - Mass-murderer Anders Behring Breivik made a Nazi salute as he 

arrived in court for his lawsuit against the Norwegian state, which he accuses of violating his human 

rights by holding him in isolation. Breivik, who killed 77 people in Norway in 2011, has sued the 

state for breaching two clauses of the European Convention on Human Rights, one which prohibits 

ñinhuman or degrading treatment or punishment,ò and one which guarantees the right of respect for 

ñprivate and family lifeò and ñcorrespondence.ò  

Source: The Times of Israel 

* * *  

March commemorates Nazi collaborators in Lithuania 
Thursday, February 18, 2016 - Approximately 250 Lithuanians attended a march commemorating 

nationalists who are accused of complicity in the murder of Jews during the Holocaust. The march 

in Kaunas, a city 65 miles east of Vilnius, was organised on Lithuaniaôs Independence Day by the 

Union of Nationalist Youth of Lithuania under the banner ñWe Know Our Nationôs Heroes.ò The so-

called heroes celebrated at the march were all involved in the Holocaust or in fighting alongside Nazi 

Germany. Organisers named at the beginning of the march included Jonas Noreika, who is believed 

to have helped murder Jews, and Juozas Ambrazevicius-Brazaitis ð the leader of a local pro-Nazi 

government. The remaining four names were Adolfas Ramanauskas-Vanagas, Povilas Plechavicius, 

Kazys Skirpa and Antanas Baltusis-Zvejas.  

Source: Haaretz 

 

 

 

 THE NETHERLANDS  

Four Dutch nationalists in court for insulting Jews 
Friday, December 16, 2016 - Four members of Dutch nationalist party NVU appeared in court, 

charged with insulting Jews while demonstrating in Amsterdam.  The four suspects are between the 

ages of 28 and 42 years. They were part of a small NVU demonstration against "left-wing fascism 

and violence" in front of Amsterdam's city hall. During the protest, the four suspects carried flags 

showing the words Combat 18 - a neo-Nazi group with a history of violence abroad. They also 

showed a banner that read "Defend Europe". Suspect Tom B., 28-years-old from Zeeland, is also 

being prosecuted for a Hitler salute he made when arriving at the city hall. Two other Zeeland 

suspects were wearing stickers that showed a nose and a banned sign, intended to refer to Jews. NVU 

leader Consatnt Kusters told Het Parool that all four suspects were expelled from the party. 

Source: Netherlands Times 

* * *  

http://www.jpost.com/Diaspora/Latvian-lawmakers-to-participate-in-annual-SS-march-through-capital-447524
http://www.eurojewcong.org/norway/14808-mass-murderer-breivik-makes-nazi-salute-in-court.html
http://www.timesofisrael.com/mass-murderer-breivik-makes-nazi-salute-in-court/
http://www.haaretz.com/jewish/news/1.703858
http://nltimes.nl/2016/12/15/four-dutch-nationalists-court-insulting-jews
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Dutch party's founders claim Hitler was Jewish 
Thursday, December 08, 2016 - A Dutch anti-discrimination group complained to police about a 

political party whose Muslim founders said Adolf Hitler was Jewish and that homosexuality is a 

contagious illness. The Bureau Against Discrimination filed the hate speech complaint against the 

Free Democracy Party. The partyôs official Facebook page was blocked in what the party claims was 

a response to a post about Jews. The said ñJews are worse than the devilò and accused Jews of helping 

Hitler reach power in Germany and participating in the murder of other Jews, according to De 

Orkaan. ñHitler was an Austrian Jew who during the Second World War killed many Jews, including 

by gassing them,ò the post read. The post also claimed Jews use the far-right Dutch politician Geert 

Wilders ñas a pawn to stir trouble in Hollandò and falsely asserted that Wilders is Hitlerôs grandson. 

Jews ñrun the United States but the stupid Europeans believe they were freed by the Americansò 

during the war, the text also reads. 

Source: Arutz Sheva 

* * *  

Dutch police arrest jihadists for plotting synagogue attack 
Tuesday, December 06, 2016 - Dutch police arrested several suspects in connection with an 

unrealized plan to attack a synagogue in the countryôs capital city. The main suspect belonging to 

the ring, which is connected to Amsterdamôs Arrayan Sunni mosque, is a man in his 40s of Moroccan 

descent with a goatee and a receding hairline who possesses considerable knowledge of Islamic 

writings and drives a white Audi, according to a police document obtained by the Telegraaf daily. 

The Dutch policeôs TCI counter-terrorism unit had been watching the suspect in connection with his 

alleged plans to strike with accomplices a synagogue in southern Amsterdam, according to 

the Telegraaf report, which said the suspect calls himself ñAbdelhakim.ò The report on the alleged 

terrorist plot by members of the Arrayan mosque community came amid discussions on replacing 

the permanent police protection at some Amsterdam synagogues with a cheaper video surveillance 

system that is favoured by the municipality. The Jewish community of the Netherlands opposes the 

plan, citing elevated risk. 

Source: Jerusalem Post 

* * *  

Dutch teens sing "Jews burn the best" at graduation party 
Tuesday, June 14, 2016 - The chief rabbi of the provincial communities of the Netherlands 

Binyomin Jacobs has called on authorities to identify and punish high school pupils who during their 

graduation ceremony sang about burning Jews. The incident happened during the graduation gala of 

the Elde College in the town of Schijndel, 70 miles south-east of Amsterdam. As they approached 

the party, several graduates sang: ñTogether weôll burn Jews, because Jews burn the best.ò The phrase 

is part of a chant heard several times in recent years during football matches connected to 

Amsterdamôs Ajax team, whose players and supporters are often dubbed ñJewsò because of the 

historic Jewish presence in the city, which is sometimes colloquially called ñMokumò after the 

Yiddish word for ñplace.ò The student body and organizing committee of the Elde College gala 

expressed their sincere apologies for the incident, but Jacobs said the guilty parties ñmust be 

prosecuted for hate speech.ò The frequency of antisemitic chants and other hate crimes ñmeans Dutch 

Jews are less inclined to report hate crimes, when they occur around them all the time,ò Jacobs said.  

Sources : Times of Israel 

* * *  

PSV fans chant antisemitic songs 
Thursday, May 12, 2016 - The Netherlandôs Israel information Centre CIDI said it is planning to 

take legal action against supporters of football club PSV Eindhoven who were caught on video 

singing antisemitic songs. The club is already investigating the incident, which was filmed in a fast 

food restaurant full of celebrating PSV fans. The text included the words: óMy father was in the 

http://www.israelnationalnews.com/News/News.aspx/221413
http://www.jpost.com/Diaspora/Dutch-police-nab-several-jihadists-who-plotted-synagogue-attack-474401
http://www.timesofisrael.com/jews-burn-the-best-sing-dutch-teens-at-graduation-party/
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commandos, my mother was with the SS. Together they burned Jews, because Jews burn best.ô PSV 

took the Dutch league title by edging out Amsterdam club Ajax on the last day of the season. Ajax 

supporters call themselves óthe Jewsô and rival clubs often chant antisemitic slogans during matches. 

The clubôs leadership has urged fans to stop using the nickname because of the problems. A CIDI 

spokesman said that when anti-Jewish songs are sung in football stadiums, the Dutch football 

association takes action against them. However, because this incident was recorded outside the 

grounds, CIDI itself decided to intervene. 

Sources: European Jewish Congress; Dutch News 

 

 

 

 POLAND 

Polish culture minister denies involvement in antisemitic event 
Tuesday, December 06, 2016 - Polandôs culture minister denied any involvement in an antisemitic 

event though its organisers said he helped put it together. Piotr Glinskiôs statement was over a 

discussion in Lodz about a book titled ñThe Jewish Political Lobby in Poland.ò Far-right activists 

advertised the discussion about the book, which features many antisemitic conspiracy theories, as 

having been co-organised by Glinski. ñWe would like to clarify that Professor Piotr Glinski was not 

informed about the event with Marian Miszalski, author of the book,ò his office wrote in a statement. 

The minister ñdoes not identify with the theses of this author, which he demonstrated on numerous 

occasions by persistently denouncing all forms of antisemitism as a manifestation of evil in the social 

and political space.ò. 

Source: Jerusalem Post 

* * *  

Polish court hears that burned Jewish effigy was meant to "represent 

Soros" 
Friday, November 18, 2016 - The defendant on trial in Poland for burning an effigy of an Orthodox 

Jew said it was supposed to represent Jewish philanthropist George Soros. Piotr Ryba testified in a 

Wroclaw municipal court about the effigy burned in the central market of the city at the end of a 

demonstration against taking in Muslim refugees. Ryba is accused of ñpublic incitement to hatred on 

the grounds of religion and nationality to an unspecified group of Jews by burning an effigy.ò Soros, 

an Israeli-American Jewish billionaire, is not an Orthodox Jew.  

Source: Times of Israel 

* * *  

Polish right-wingers deny 1946 pogrom was antisemitic 
Friday, October 14, 2016 - Representatives of right-wing Polish organisations have applied to the 

Institute of National Remembrance to resume investigation of the 1946 pogrom, saying its cause was 

not antisemitism. In the application submitted, they claim Communist officials and not city police 

and residents committed the murders in the Kielce pogrom, which killed 42 Polish Jews. According 

to the groups, most of the victims died from shots fired by military weapons, which they say means 

that the responsibility for the massacre should not be borne by the residents of Kielce. 

Sources: European Jewish Congress; Times of Israel 

* * *  

Football fans set fire to Jewish effigies, unfurl antisemitic banners 
Monday, August 29, 2016 - A group of Polish football supporters put on a horrifying display of 

antisemitism, setting fire to Jewish effigies and parading a banner calling for the burning of 

Jews. Some 50 supporters of the Widzew Ğ·dŦ football team had gathered outside a local train station 

to rally against rival team ĞKS Ğ·dŦ.  The ruffians unfurled an antisemitic banner, which stated, 

http://www.eurojewcong.org/the-netherlands/15087-dutch-jewish-group-takes-action-against-psv-fans-for-antisemitic-songs.html
http://www.dutchnews.nl/news/archives/2016/05/jewish-group-to-take-action-against-psv-fans-singing-anti-semitic-songs/
http://www.jpost.com/Diaspora/Polish-culture-minister-denies-involvement-in-antisemitic-event-474395
http://www.timesofisrael.com/burned-jew-effigy-meant-to-represent-soros-polish-court-hears/
http://www.eurojewcong.org/poland/15715-polish-right-wingers-deny-1946-pogrom-was-antisemitic.html
http://www.timesofisrael.com/polish-right-wingers-deny-1946-pogrom-was-anti-semitic-act/
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ñ19.08, today the Jews were named. Let them burn, motherf**kers.ò The message was intended as a 

direct insult to the ĞKS Ğ·dŦ team, which was founded in 1908 and is often derided as Jewish by 

fans of other clubs. 

Sources: European Jewish Congress; The Algemeiner 

* * *  

Polish party leader gets antisemitic death threat 
Thursday, July 07, 2016 - A Polish MP from a political party with a strong anti-racism agenda said 

her party head received a hand-written, antisemitic death threat whose author signed it as ñSniper.ò 

The note, which is presumably addressed to the leader of the Modern Party, Ryszard Petru, read: ñA 

bird that shits over its nest needs to be shot. Time unknown, Jewish son of a bitch. Sniper.ò Joanna 

Scheuring-Wielgus, a lawmaker for the party headed by Petru, who is not Jewish, published on 

Twitter a photo of the note. 

Sources: European Jewish Congress; Times of Israel 

* * *  

Polish minister denies responsibility for Jedwabne massacre and Kielce 

pogrom 
Friday, July 15, 2016 - A few days after Polandôs President Andrzej Duda denounced antisemitism 

at an event marking the anniversary of the 1946 massacre of Jews in Kielce, a Polish government 

minister sparked anger for denying this massacre as well as another pogrom against Jews. Education 

Minister Anna Zalewska addressed the Jedwabne massacre of 1941, during which Poles burned alive 

more than 300 Jews inside a barn, and the Kielce massacre in 1946, in which Polish police because 

of a false blood libel accusation shot 42 people. Zalewska was asked about the two pogroms by a 

journalist in an interview on the public broadcaster TVN. She said that ñJedwabne is a historical fact 

that has led to many misunderstandings and very biased opinions.ò When the journalist retorted that 

"Poles burned Jews in a barn,ò Zalewska responded, ñThat's your opinion." 

Sources: European Jewish Congress; European Jewish Press 

 

 

Teen arrested for allegedly smashing Holocaust memorial  
Wednesday, June 01, 2016 - A teenager in Poland was arrested for allegedly smashing a Holocaust 

monument and scrawling antisemitic slogans and a neo-Nazi symbol on it. The 16-year-old had 

escaped from a state juvenile care centre, the PAP news agency reported, quoting a police 

http://www.eurojewcong.org/poland/15509-polish-football-fans-set-fire-to-jewish-effigies-unfurl-antisemitic-banners.html
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http://www.eurojewcong.org/poland/15398-polish-minister-denies-responsibility-for-jedwabne-massacre-and-kielce-pogrom.html
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spokeswoman. The teenager did not say why he smashed the Star of David on the monument in 

Rajgrod, in north-east Poland, the spokeswoman said. Police said the boy spray-painted offensive 

slogans and Odinôs cross, a neo-Nazi and white supremacist symbol, on the monument. The slogans 

were ñSend you the gasò and ñF**k the whoresò. The monument in Rajgord, 130 miles from Warsaw, 

was previously vandalised, some six months after its unveiling. ñWe welcome the news that the 

alleged perpetrator has been arrested,ò said Gideon Taylor, chair of operations of the World Jewish 

Restitution Organisation.  

Sources: European Jewish Congress; Times of Israel 

* * *  

Poland's US ambassador says he was smeared for Jewish roots 
Thursday, April 07, 2016 - Polandôs ambassador to the United States said he and his family were 

the targets of a ñcampaign of harassment, slander and liesò launched by the far-right media over his 

Jewish origins. Ryszard Schnepf, in a Facebook post, said the campaign started with an article written 

in the Gazeta Polska, a right-wing Polish language weekly news magazine. The article noted that 

Schnepfôs father was Jewish and helped Soviet intelligence in the 1950s while working for the Polish 

Embassy in the United States. Schnepf related in the post that he was stopped by the police and 

beaten in March 1968 amid the campaign in Poland to force out as many as 20,000 Jews. It also 

recalled that Schnepf was arrested in March 1980 at a University of Warsaw lecture on charges of 

spreading anti-government propaganda. During the interrogation, he was told ñhis place is in Israel.ò 

ñToday, the authors of the campaign refer to those patterns,ò Schnepf wrote on Facebook. ñNo, Iôm 

not afraid for myself. I learned to live on the edge. Iôm afraid, however, for my children, that someone 

could also say to them óget out!ò Schnepfôs non-Jewish mother, Alicja, and her mother hid Jews in 

Warsaw during World War II.  

Source : Times of Israel 

* * *  

Polish man indicted for burning Jewish effigy 

 

Monday, March 07, 2016 - Polish prosecutors indicted for incitement a construction contractor from 

the western city of Wroclaw who burned an effigy of a Jew at a protest rally against Muslim 

immigration. Piotr Rybak, an entrepreneur from Wroclaw, may face up to two years in jail if 

http://www.eurojewcong.org/poland/15195-teen-arrested-for-allegedly-smashing-holocaust-memorial-in-poland.html
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